As the price of chloroform was one potent reason, particularly in pauper and country practice, for not using it so extensively as it might be employed, Dr Simpson remarked, that he had found many practitioners unaware of the cheapness with which the drug was now furnished. In his original pamphlet upon chloroform as a substitute for sulphuric ether, Dr Simpson had observed :?" I believe that, considering the small quantity requisite, as compared with ether, the use of chloroform will be less expensive than that of ether; more especially as there is every prospect that the means of forming it may be simplified and cheapened." These anticipations were now so far fulfilled that chloroform was at the present time furnished by two or three of our principal manufacturing chemists in Edinburgh at six shillings per pound weight, when taken in large quantity; and was sold generally to the profession in smaller quantities at eightpence per ounce weight. If the Government would allow (of which there was some prospect a few years ago) the alcohol used in medicine and for chemical purposes to be employed free of duty, chloroform would then be made considerably cheaper than it even is at present. The price charged for chloroform in some towns on the Continent was very high; and yet the manufacturers should be able to make it cheaper than in Britain, as their alcohol is much cheaper. In Edinburgh it was now generally made of the specific gravity 1500. He had seen several foreign specimens, not only very high in price, but very impure.
IS ANESTHESIA A PREVENTIVE OF PUERPERAL MANIA ?
Dr Simpson gave an account of the use of chloroform in patients predisposed to puerperal mania. He stated the particulars of three cases in which chloroform was used in patients, who in former confinements had been the subjects of puerperal mania. In none of these cases did the disease return. One of them had born several children previously; and after each labour, had been attacked with puerperal mania, but had entirely escaped from any recurrence whatever of the disease after the last labour, in which he had employed chloroform.
SOUND HEARD DURING THE THIRD STAGE OF LABOUR.
Dr Simpson stated the result of M. Caillant's investigations on a supposed stethoscopic indication of the separation of the placenta; but, whilst describing and admitting the sound, Dr S. added various reasons for dissenting altogether companied with blowing respirations; at times, however, she lay as if in a quiet sleep. The heart sounds were normal; pulse small and weak on the leftside, but on the right much fuller. A blister was applied to the scalp ; and a turpentine and castor oil enema, given in the afternoon, brought away a large quantity of black feculent matter. Mercurial ointment was rubbed over the blistered surface, and sinapisms were applied along the course of the spine. The pupils obeyed the stimulus of light, and consciousness temporarily returned. Her pulse was now 132,?respirations twenty-six in the minute. She continued much in the same state as described above ; was allowed stimuli in the shape of wine and beeftea ; had a turpentine enema repeated once or twice; but gradually sunk without any alleviation of her symptoms, and died on Saturday morning, the 20th. At the autopsy, the brain only could be examined; and with the exception of a very slight vascularity of its membranes, and some subarachnoid effusion, no abnormal appearance was discovered. During her illness the urine was repeatedly examined, but at no time did it present any abnormal appearance. After death it was ascertained that the patient had received a letter from the father of the child, on the day on which she was taken ill, denying the paternity, and refusing to provide for the child, which communication had caused her considerable mental suffering.
Dr Simpson exhibited a preparation of an atrophied uterus, and made some remarks on this subject. ( The advantages, then, to be obtained by this instrument are, its easy application to the desired spot in the mouth, and that perfectly cold, instead of alarming the patient by holding a red-hot iron before his face. Its being at once raised to the requisite heat, and no more than the mere point of the wire used being hot. Its being at once cooled on simply removing the finger from the ivory knob; and lastly, there being no appearance of heat to alarm the patient.
When to be applied for the purpose of arresting hemorrhage, or the deadening of the dental nerve, the cavity should be first well wiped out with a piece of lint, and then the desired spot should be rapidly touched, so as not to come into contact with other parts. This can be repeated if necessary. The platina must be at least red hot, as it then acts instantaneously, and with little or no pain, otherwise it would cause much pain, and subsequent inflammation. I need not say with timid persons the inhalation of -chloroform should be resorted to. I have used this form of the actual cautery with and without chloroform in many cases. I may instance one case without the aid of chloroform. A young gentleman, of about nineteen years of age, came to me to have the front incisor of the upper jaw stopped ; and while engaged in scooping out the decayed bone, from the great pain he was suffering (although he tried to hide it) he fainted. I made him call next day, applied the actual cautery; he felt, he said, almost no pain. The following day I stopped it with gold, and he is now quite free from any pain or uneasiness.
With these few remarks, Mr President, I will now conclude, and proceed to show the battery in action, which I trust will be thought more available than that of the thick tallow candle of Mr Koeker, or the instrument employed by a Cambridge friend of Mr Tomes of London, who, it seems, was dreadfully tortured ^ with pain in a carious tooth, and one day, quite worn out with suffering, he broke off all the prongs but one of a dinner fork; the remaining one he heated red hot, and in that condition thrust it forcibly into the hole of the aching tooth. He says that the pain ceased in a minute, and.that he has not, from that time to this, a period of nearly thirty years, had a single twinge of toothache. I 
